
Ashton Gate Primary School 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 

1. Aims 

This policy aims to ensure: 

● That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of knowledge 
and skills needed for good progress through school and life 

● Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and no 
child gets left behind 

● Close partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers 

● Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory 
practice 

2. Legislation 

This policy is informed by the requirements set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory 
Framework 2026 and should be read in conjunction with relevant legislation and statutory guidance, 
including Keeping Children Safe in Education 2026, the SEND Code of Practice and the Equality Act 2010. 

 

3. Structure of the EYFS 

The EYFS at Ashton Gate consists of three Reception classes which are linked by a designated outdoor area. 
Children attend full-time.  Each class has up to 30 children, in line with infant class size legislation. In limited 
circumstances permitted by that legislation, a class may temporarily exceed 30. 

 

4. Curriculum 

Our Early Years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the 2026 statutory framework of the EYFS and 
is supported by the Birth to Five Matters guidance. 

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-
connected. However, 3 areas known as the ‘Prime Areas’ are seen as particularly important for igniting 
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and 
thrive.  

The Prime Areas are: 

● Communication and language 

● Physical development 

● Personal, social and emotional development  
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The Prime Areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas: 

● Literacy 

● Mathematics 

● Understanding the world 

● Expressive arts and design 

The EYFS framework names three “characteristics of effective teaching and learning” with a separate 
emphasis on emotional wellbeing:  

• playing and exploring 

• active learning 

• creating and thinking critically.  

4.1 Planning  

Staff plan activities and experiences for children that enable them to develop and learn effectively, with 
emphasis on the three Prime Areas of learning. Staff work together to plan a broad range of experiences 
across the curriculum which stimulate and engage children in their learning. Learning takes place in 
meaningful, purposeful contexts, which make sense to the child and develop the Characteristics of Effective 
Learning (Playing and Exploring, Active Learning, Creating and Thinking Critically) with a separate emphasis 
on emotional wellbeing. The Ashton Gater characteristics are introduced to the children. Continuous and 
enhanced provision, activities, provocations and carpet sessions are carefully considered to meet the needs 
of all the children. 

Staff also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their 
care and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. We ensure that we listen to 
the child’s voice and that their ideas, opinions and thoughts influence planning as much as possible.  

The school is committed to ensuring that all children in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), including 
those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), receive inclusive, appropriate and effective 
support to enable them to reach their full potential. The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCO) 
works closely with practitioners, parents and external professionals to identify children’s needs, coordinate 
appropriate provision and monitor progress. Further information about identifying and supporting children 
with SEND can be found in the school’s SEND Policy.  Our SENDCO is Ceri Wootten.   

4.2 Teaching 

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a 
mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities - direct instruction, enriched interaction and learning through 
play. Practitioners respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development 
through warm, positive interaction and forming strong relationships. Children have extended periods of 
free flow developmental play, during which they can be active and make choices in their learning. The 
outside is integral to teaching at Ashton Gate and children have access to this area for most of the day, 
where skilled practitioners are able to sensitively scaffold their learning through planned activities and 
provocations. As children grow older, and as their development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards 
more adult-led activities to help children prepare for their move to KS1. 

The school’s Accessibility Plan will ensure that adjustments can be made so that all pupils are able to enjoy 
all areas of the EYFS environment. 

5. Assessment 

At Ashton Gate, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. Staff 
observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and fascinations, ensuring that the emphasis 
remains on quality interactions. Baseline assessments are completed in the first six weeks. 
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Pertinent observations are logged on the Tapestry online learning journal and include observation notes, 
photographs and videos. These observations provide a valuable way of sharing children’s progress with 
parents and carers. The school will ensure that appropriate consent is obtained, that photographs and 
videos are taken and stored securely using authorised devices and systems, and that records are retained 
and deleted in accordance with the school’s data protection procedures. Further information regarding 
consent, the use of images, device security and data retention can be found in the school’s Photography 
Policy and Data Protection Policy.  Practitioners use this evidence and primarily their wealth of professional 
knowledge of the children when making assessments to shape future planning and provide essential 
evidence for tracking children in their development and planning next steps. Practitioners also take into 
account observations shared by parents and/or carers.  

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 
Early Learning Goals, indicating whether they are: 

● Meeting expected levels of development 

● Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 

The profile reflects ongoing observations and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the 
profile are then shared with parents and/or carers and are shared and discussed with KS1 staff at 
transition.   

6. Working with parents 

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between 
practitioners and parents and/or carers. We make parents/carers aware that we are always available to talk 
and encourage them to discuss their child’s development with us regularly. Parents and/or carers are 
regularly welcomed into the school for ‘stay and play’ sessions, for example, and we encourage them to 
come in and share their knowledge and experiences with the children at school.  

Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development. Ongoing dialogue, 
the online Tapestry journal, parents evenings and the EYFS profile help to provide parents and/or carers 
with a well-rounded picture of their child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities. 

The class teacher will help to ensure that their learning and care is tailored to meet their needs. The 
teacher will support parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at home. The teacher also 
helps families to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate. 

7. Safeguarding and welfare procedures 

Our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our safeguarding policy. 

8. Monitoring arrangements 

This policy will be reviewed and approved every year by the Local Governing Body. 
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Date approved by LGB: October 2026 

Review Date: September 2027 
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Appendix 1. List of statutory policies and procedures for the EYFS 

This checklist lists the policies and procedures that we must have according to the EYFS statutory 
framework. 

Statutory policy or procedure for the EYFS Where can it be found? 

Safeguarding policy and procedures  Safeguarding policy 

Procedure for responding to illness and accidents Health and Safety policy 

Administering medicines  Supporting pupils with medical 
conditions policy 

Emergency evacuation procedure Health and Safety policy 

Procedure for checking the identity of visitors Safeguarding policy 

Procedures for a parent failing to collect a child and for 
missing children 

Safeguarding policy 

Procedure for dealing with concerns and complaints Complaints policy 

Procedures for dealing with pupil and parent personal 
data 

Data Protection policy 

SEND and Additional Needs SEND Policy 

Photographs and videos of pupils Photography Policy 

Accessibility for all pupils to all areas of EYFS 
environment 

Accessibility Policy 

 

 


